
Migration With(out) Boundaries Conference 2016 

Michigan State University, International Center  

Friday, October 21 

5:00 Registration Opens 

5:30 Keynote Address: Dr. Nancy Foner, Hunter College and The Graduate School 
of the City University of New York 
“Fear, Anxiety, and Immigration: Barriers and Belonging in the United States and 
Western Europe” 
International Center Room 303 

7:00 Jack and Margaret Sweet Professorship Banquet (by invitation only) 

Saturday, October 22 

8:30 Registration Opens, Breakfast 

9:30 Opening Remarks: Dr. Stephanie Nawyn, MSU Department of Sociology and 
the Center for Gender in a Global Context  
Room 303 

10:00 Session I – Panels A, B, C  

A: Gender, Vulnerability, and Marginality 
Discussant: Amanda Flaim, James Madison College 
Chair: Adrienne Tyrey, History 

Jennifer Chappell Deckert, School of Social Welfare, Anti-Slavery and Human Trafficking 
Initiative, University of Kansas 

Title: Midwestern Service Provider Narratives of Migrant Experiences: Legibility, Vulnerability, 
and Exploitation in Human Trafficking 



Abstract: This inquiry explores Midwestern narratives related to vulnerability and exploitation of migrants from 

the perspective of direct service providers who worked in social service organizations.  The research was 
developed through the Anti -slavery and Human Trafficking Initiative at the University of Kansas. Using feminist 
qualitative methods, our overall  research question was:  How do Midwestern service providers perceive migrant 
experiences related to vulnerability and expl oitation? Findings indicate that there is incongruence, even tension, 

between political rhetoric and local responses to migrant populations. The negotiation of local ethical standards 
with restrictive or discriminatory politics is delicate. Yet, there is evidence of a movement that espouses 
Midwestern myths that are generously responsive to the needs of migrants in this Midwestern state. Sixteen 
interviews were conducted with service providers whose clientele had direct experience with migration.  These 

organizations provided services in mental health, education, medical care, housing, and employment.  In addition 
to these individual interviews, the same research team also conducted a focus group with social work graduate 
students (3) who had practicum placements in local social service agencies. All  of the service providers reported 

some direct work experience with vulnerability through poverty, mental health issues, or lack of employment or 
housing. Findings indicated that there are contradictions and tensi ons related to labor trafficking in Midwest 
migrant populations, including legibil ity, inconsistencies in political rhetoric and local responses, and chains of risk 
experiences for migrants. Service providers acknowledged both structure and agency in the problems related to 

migrant vulnerability and exploitation, and were passionate about change.  Recommendations include shifts in 
policy and practice as it relates to migrant experiences of negativity, fear, and increasingly restrictive options for 
social support. Compared to staunch political rhetoric that is anti -immigrant, anti-poor, and anti -assistance, these 
voices inspire a Midwestern myth that is welcoming, generous, and kind. 

Jessica Tjiu, Women and Gender Studies, San Francisco State University 

Title: Labor Migration and Citizenship in Singapore: Construction of the Ideal Sex Trafficking 
Victims and Undesirable Migrant Sex Workers 
Abstract: This article explores the discourses on the interlinking issues of human trafficking, sex work, and labor 

migration by analyzing Singapore’s first anti -trafficking act, Prevention of Human Trafficking Act. Passed in 2014, it 
was instituted due to the political pressures of declaring human trafficking as a human rights violation. The 
objective of this research i s an analysis of the human trafficking framework in Singapore on societal views of sex 
trafficking victims and migrant sex workers to examine the limitations of producing the status of victimhood in 

order to receive government aid and public sympathy. In this article, I examine the ways in which the Singaporean 
human trafficking policy constructs meanings on citizenship and ideal victimhood through the intersectionality of 
gender, race, class, and sexuality. Using this framework, I argue that the exploited and abused migrant (female) sex 

workers are perceived as non-threatening and sympathetic victims in the Prevention of Human Trafficking Act. In 
effect, they have gained the status of victimhood and granted the access to protection, aid, and support. 
Meanwhi le, the presumed “empowered” migrant sex workers, who are not coerced into the commercial sex 
industry, are perpetually regarded as sexually immoral and promiscuous. The narratives of trauma and victimhood 

categorize and legitimize abused migrant sex workers as worthy of protection, without connecting these personal 
narratives to the structural conditions of a skewed global capitalist economy. In essence, the human trafficking 
framework generalizes the labor migration process as either coercive or consensual. I complicate the contentious 
feminist debate over consent and coercion in sex work and sex trafficking by focusing on the structural conditions 

that lead to labor migration for the purpose of sex work. Using the framework of labor migration, I move awa y 
from the dichotomy of coercion and consent to i l luminate the complex processes of migration for sex work.  

Amber Beasley, Global and International Studies, University of Kansas  
Title: New Nation, New Voice: The Advent of Female Refugee Resettlement Programs 

Abstract: Diasporas are timeless, without regard to location, race, faith, age or gender. Scroll  down your 

Facebook feed, turn on the television, and open the newspaper. Various refugee crises will most l ikely make an 
appearance in your perusal, regardl ess of source. It is a hot topic that incites passion regarding religion, politics, 
and social activism. Take a moment to reflect upon the voices that are being aired in each media outlet. Are they 



young or old? Are they conservative or l iberal? Religious or secular? Male or female? American citizens or 
displaced refugees? Voices aired and the opinions posted are generally far removed from the scene of refuge or 

the ideology of the refugee. Given the novelty of the recent refugee crises, publications highlighting the travels and 
travails from the viewpoint of these uprooted communities have been scarce. In the context of this paper, I hope 
to shed light onto an even rarer refugee experience, that of the women attempting to resettle in a new land. The 
focus of this study is to shed light on the following questions regarding the female refugee resettlement 

experience: What factors, occurring in the refugee’s home country between 2011 to present day, are leading 
women to seek refuge in a host country? What are their expectations of the new host country? What is their 
biggest concern as a refugee in the host country? What type of programs providing aid and assistance with social 
integration have been made known to the refugee? What programs have proven helpful with transitioning to l ife 
in the United States, in general? What programs have been helpful specifically with their integration into society?  

Helen Huettner, Anthropology, University of Copenhagen 
Title: Survival Under Surveillance: A study of female incarcerated migrants in Copenhagen, 
Denmark 
Abstract: Undocumented and irregular migration serves as one of the world’s greatest migration trends. In 

addition, despite radical differences, empirical evidence reveals a striking similarity across the world’s penal  
systems: the high incarceration rates of cultural minorities and migrants. This paper discusses the intersectionality 
of gender, migration and criminality with regard to a specific case study conducted in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Though Scandinavian prisons represent the success story among systems of punishment, there remain many 
avenues for social science research that can aid in i l luminating cross cultural challenges posed by incarceration and 
immigration. Incarcerated women problematize dominant theoretica l perspectives concerning prisons and 
prisoners, as dominant prison research stems from a masculine perspective. Immigrant status poses a number of 

additional challenges upon female inmates as they struggle with issues arising from their marginal position in 
society. Female migrant inmates are additionally marginalized as they deviate from acceptable norms within the 
social construction of femininity. The focus of this paper is unpacking the aforementioned issues to i l luminate the 

complex marginality posed by the intersectionality of gender, migration, and criminality. The empirical material 
used in this paper comes from field research conducted for my Master’s Thesis in Fall  2016. 

B: Beyond Dublin: European Refugee Regimes 
Discussant: Ronen Steinberg, History 
Chair: Alison Kolodzy, History 

Jenny Poon, Law, Western University (Canada) 
Title: (Re-)inventing the Dublin System: Addressing Uniformity and Harmonization through Non-

Refoulement Obligations 
Abstract: Recent events unfolding in the European Union (EU) have taught us that responsibility-sharing under 

the current Dublin Convention and Regulations (Dublin System), has long failed its lofty goals. To adequately 
address the ongoing needs of massive influx of asylum claimants into EU member states, a central ized system 

processing these claims is necessary, instead of allowing individual member states to interpret their own 
compliance with non-refoulement obligations. A larger role should be played by the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECtHR) and Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) in order to curtail  EU member state sovereignty 
to champion the rights of individual asylum claimants. Now more than ever, the right against refoulement must be 

safeguarded amidst internal strife on the political front. In order to achieve true uniformity and harmonization by 
adhering to non-refoulement obligations, the Dublin System as it is must be reformed to include a forum for the 
individual asylum claimants to be heard, an enlarged role of the ECtHR and CJEU in the ad judication of cases 



involving state discretion, as well as a centralized distribution system that processes asylum applications through a 
pooling of resources from EU member states. 

Nicholas Micinski, Political Science, The Graduate Center, CUNY 
Title: Financing the European Border: Understanding How EU Funding Impacts Asylum 
Abstract: Refugees in Europe is a not a new issue for the EU. As early as 1999, the EU committed to unifying and 

harmonizing the asylum processes through a Common European Asylum System. Several key funds were 
established since 2000 to facil itate this process including the European Refugee Fund, the External Borders Fund, 
the Return Fund, the Integration Fund, and the Solidarity Fund. Each fund was aimed to both build the capacity of 

individual members states and to share the financial burden of refugees across all EU member states. This paper 
will  examine the impact of these funds from 2007-2011. Specifically, this paper tests three goals of the funds using 
three hypotheses: safer borders (countries with more funding for borders will  have less migrant deaths at the 
border), deterrence (countries with higher funding for returns will  have the less asylum applications), and stronger 
migration institutions (countries with more funding for mi gration institutions will have more asylum applications). 

Sarah Craig, Law, Queen’s University Belfast (Northern Ireland)  
Title: Dublin III Regulation: Sharing or Shifting of Responsibility 
Abstract: Within the broader and global narrative of refugee protection, EU Member States are currently facing 

the arrival of persons on their territory in large numbers and a significant increase in the number of asylum claims 

submitted to EU Member States. Comparatively in the three year January period from 2014 -2016, the EU has seen 
asylum claims more than double with 40,825 claims submitted in January 2014, 67,750 in January 2015 and 92,920 
submitted in 2016 (European Commission Eurostat Database). The EU response to this has been to adopt 
increasingly insular policies in the context of the Common European Asylum System and a failure to implement 

mechanisms aimed at responsibility-sharing. One example of such fail ings is the Dublin system of allocation, 
initially established as the 1990 Dublin Convention and currently structured under Dublin III Regulation, which 
attempts to determine the Member State responsible for the processing of the asylum claim based on a hierarchy 
of criteria. In reality, the Dublin regulation is renowned for the principle which sends an asylum seeker back to the 

first State of entry within the EU under Article 3(2) of Dublin III Regulation, thus shifting responsibility to front l ine 
Member States which disproportionately bear the most responsibility in mass influx situations. In l ight of the 
failure to take into account the disproportionate burdens, the Dublin mechanism has been accused of eroding 

safeguards and ‘bringing limited operational efficiencies at the expense of claimant’ rights’ (Helen O’Nions, Asylum 
– A Right Denied: A Critical Analysis of European Asylum Policy (Surrey: Ashgate Publishing Ltd, 2014) 102). This 
paper will  firstly explore the interaction between the system of allocation and human rights protection vis -à-vis the 
jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) and the European Court of Human Rights 

(ECtHR). Secondly, this paper will  examine whether the Dublin system itself is a worthy mechanism to continue in 
l ight of its poor human rights record for asylum seekers, many already having overcome the dangerous journeys in 
their attempt to reach the EU. 

C: Canada as a Nation of Immigration: Myths & Realities 
Discussant: Erin Graham, History 
Chair: Ramya Swayamprakash 

Manivillie Kanagasabapathy, Athipar Consulting (Canada) 

Title: When The Violence Cross Borders: Barriers to Accessing Service Supports for Immigrant 
Women Facing Domestic Violence 

Abstract: The process of migration is often touted as a move to a better l ife, usually away from violence. But 



what happens when the violence is travelling beside you, in the form of a partner or parent?  This was the issue 
that settlement counsellors face; how to provide appropriate service supports to immigrant women, who were 

facing domestic violence.  The conference presentation will  examine the underlying racial and class structures that 
prevent women, specifically immigrant women, from seeking support. Women of color face many challenges when 
reporting domestic violence (see Crenshaw; Rasche and Sokoloff). These challenges are further exacerbated when 
the survivor does not have the guarantee of status and safety in the host country. For many immigrant women, 

this has been the case since October of 2012, when the government of Canada implemented the “Conditional 
Permanent Residents” amendment to the Immigration a nd Refugee Protection Act. The amendment created a new 
class of citizens, mainly women and children, who experience the law differently. This change placed immigrant 
women in very precarious positions, in effect tying their status to that of their abuser. The presentation is based on 

the findings of project on “Barriers to Reporting Violence for Newcomer Women”; a two -year project conducted 
through community consultation, engagement with social service and frontline workers in Toronto, and a review of 
Canadian policies and programs on violence against women. 

Aaron Luedtke, History, Michigan State University 

Title: Imagined Borders and Cultural Continuity: A Historiographical Study of the Great Lakes 
Anishinaabeg in the US-Canada Borderland 

Abstract: In large measure, Native American scholarship deals with the relationship of Indigenous communities 

and Western political structures.  This concept varies in range and scope, especially depending on the time period 

of analysis, but generally speaking, in the U. S., scholars focus on Native American peoples as insular, opposed to, 
resistant of, assimilated by, or systematically eliminated by imperial or national polities.  Much the same can be 
said of Canadian scholars.  Such approaches to Indigenous scholarship inherently interpret cultural interactions in 
terms dictated by the Western polities that defined North America’s geopolitical borders.  Studies of these 

intercultural interactions then are necessarily constrained when they are not l iberated from the geopolit ics that 
has dictated the historiography to date.  While many scholars both north and south of the forty-ninth parallel have 
made acknowledgments of this situation, few have successfully or meaningfully acted upon it.  My goal is to 

i l lustrate the ways in which scholarship of North American Indigenous cultures has increasingly been partitioned 
within the paradigm of the nation-state, and thus the conception of North American Native space as continuous 
across or outside of these nation-state boundaries has been largely neglected by Canadian and U. S. historians 
alike.  I will  focus specifically on the political border that hardened between Ontario and Michigan in the mid to 

late nineteenth century.  I argue this border served to split the Anishinaabeg peoples  (Ojibwe, Odawa, and 
Potawatomi) of the Great Lakes as the nation-states on either side of it denied Native sovereignty while they 
pushed toward insular projects of nation building and nationalism.  A reconceptualization of this area from a 

culturally continuous perspective will  allow for much richer studies of the various peoples, indigenous and 
Euro/American alike, who have and stil l  call it home. 

Ruth Almy, History, Indiana University-Bloomington 
Title: The Komagata Maru Incident of 1914: Aftermath and Memorialization 

Abstract: This paper examines the afterlife and memorialization of the Komagata Maru incident of 1914, wherein 

over three hundred Indian migrants were denied entry to Canada. The passengers of the steamship Komagata 

Maru purposefully undertook a journey to Canada to fight a 1908 Canadian anti -Indian immigration law. They 
brought their case all  the way through to the British Columbia Court of Appeals, which, while acknowledging Indian 
migrants legally as “British subjects,” simultaneously affi rmed Canada’s right to pass immigration laws against so-
called “Asiatics.” The imperial government in Britain did nothing to intervene on the migrants’ behalf, and tacitly 

sanctioned a Canadian right to discriminate against Indians. This failed migration a nd attempt to challenge imperial 
hierarchies has had a long and stil l evolving afterlife in Vancouver, including dramatization in the form of a play in 
the 1970s, and a 75th anniversary commemoration in 1989. However, local efforts at memorializing the event 

through the years have not been without controversy. Disagreements about how to interpret the significance of 
the incident led to conflict both within the South Asian community of Vancouver, and between that community 



and elected officials of the city of Vancouver. Additionally, while local British Columbian politicians spearheaded 
public memorialization efforts in the 1980s, the Canadian national government only officially apologized for the 

incident this past year (2016). This paper will  therefore expl ore the tensions between official government 
apologies and memorialization efforts, and community memories and remembrances of past injustices, as they 
have been experienced in the past one hundred years around this incident in British Columbia. Using the 
historiographical methods developed out of the study of Holocaust memorialization and official apologies by 

national states, I hope to expand the study of historical memorialization to include the experiences of migrant 
communities in North America. 

Nassisse Solomon, Migration and Ethnic Relations, Western University (Canada) 
Title: From Adowa To Haile Selassie, Heralded and Contested Historical Symbolism: Meanings 

and Articulations of History In The Ethiopian-Canadian Diaspora 
Abstract: Concepts of history, memory and identity buttress one another and have a fundamental relevance to 

the way human beings as individuals or groups not only distinguish themselves from others, but also engage in 
processes of narration, memorialization and political struggles. The process of migration complicates both 

historical narratives and collective memories. The “Ethiopian” diaspora in Canada, l ike many other migrant groups, 
has been strongly shaped by concepts of history, memory and identity over the course of the Twentieth -Century, 
and into the present. The Ethiopian Diaspora in Canada, albeit much smaller than that of the United States, bears 
the markings of “the politics of identity” which have prevailed since the precipitation of mass out-migration of 

Ethiopians from the time of the Derg onwards (1974-1991). Consequently, decades after migration and settlement, 
historical signifiers such as The Battle of Adowa (1896) and the period of reign by the Emperor Haile Selassie (1930-
1974) have taken on both heralded and contested meanings. 
Through the prism of five individual oral historical narratives, this paper i l lustrates the ways in which concepts of 

history and memory coalesce in the narratives of Ethiopians within the diaspora, to form meaning and shape their 
expressions of identity within the present. Four of the migrants featured in this chapter have lived outside of 
Ethiopia for more than twenty years, personifying the longevity and historicity of the Ethiopian Diaspora in Canada. 

The personal narratives of Ato Mohammed, Ato Osman, Tye Esther, Ato Mengesha[1] and Elias Omer all  exemplify 
the extent to which their individual l ife trajectories and stories can be situated within larger frameworks of 
historicizing, contextualizing, and interpreting Ethiopian migration to and settlement in Canada. Util izing a mixed 
methods approach, the larger dissertation project from which this paper is drawn from, examines the trajectory of 
both representations and perceptions of Ethiopian identity throughout Twentieth-Century Canada.  

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Session II – Panels D, E, F 

D: Work, Kinship & Remittances 
Discussant: Anna Pegler-Gordon, History, James Madison College 
Chair: Linda Gordon, Anthropology 

Benjamin P. Hein, History, Stanford University 
Title: Making Kinship Pay: The Business End of Nineteenth Century Migrant Correspondence 

Abstract: “We are not waiting for your death.” That, at least, is what one German emigrant in the United States 

promised his father in the 1860s after inquiring, perhaps in too forward of a manner, about the status of his 
inheritance. In this paper, I examine a selection of German emigrant letters sent from regions throughout North 



America to German-speaking Europe during the period between 1850-1900. Specifically, I investigate the rhetorical 
strategies contemporaries employed to address the unique challenges of claiming an inheritance from relatives 

over long distances and uncertain timeframes. My paper builds on a recent revival of scholarly interest in the 
epistolary practices of European emigrants during the nineteenth century. Thanks to this research, historians have 
begun to recognize that migrant correspondences were never just about sharing experiences about struggles in an 
unfamiliar, foreign environment: instead, letters maintained emotional and material ties with kin and the home 

culture, served as the basis of chain migration networks, and facil itated the transfer of small loans, gifts, and 
remittances. Much of this work has focused on how contemporaries forged material and emotional bonds across 
geographical spaces. My work, by contrast, shifts the focus on the question of time. How did migrants maintain 
trust and reputation over long periods of time? How did they cope with the temporal uncertainties — namely, 

death — that tend to complicate claims to an inheritance? Moreover, given the central role played by inheritance-
related matters in emigrant correspondences, I argue that kinship credit, far from a pre-modern relic, remained as 
central as ever in a new era of economic modernity. Indeed, despite the dramatic growth of more formal financial 

institutions l ike savings banks, mortgage banks, and credit cooperatives, kinship credit appears to have remained 
integral to contemporaries’ economic ambitions in both Europe and North America. 

Ju-Young Lee, Anthropology, University of Minnesota 
Title: Transnational Homemaking: Remittance of Daughters and Moral Economy of Renovation 

in Rural Vietnam 
Abstract: Remittance of Vietnamese marriage migrants is a contentious practice that creates value in cross -

border kinship ties between Vietnam and South Korea. Money and other equivalent gifts serve as tokens of 
migrants’ fi l ial piety to those they left. Through this, they can improve their hometown reputations through 
marriage for the pursuit of individual, economic prosperity. From the perspective of husbands and Korean family 

members, however, the immediate hope of sending remittance serves as a sign that self-interested intentions are 
for economic pursuit over conjugal commitment. Remittances in Vietnam are often portrayed as informal, 
i l legitimate money transactions, and the source of detrimental consumption, which fosters the private sector 

without advancing the state’s economy. Against the backdrop of such notions, many family members of migrants 
in rural areas util ize remittances to renovate houses and plant cash crops for the prospect of sustainable 
development. Transnational ‘in-law’ relations between Vietnamese and Korean families are embedded in this 
ambiguity of remittance from which they make and unmake economic freedom, kinship continuity, and civil 

obligation. In this paper, I explore the way in which renovated houses and the cash crops in one rural vil lage of Tay 
Ninh Province, Vietnam emerges as a place for creating transnational community as both sides  of the migrants’ 
family members partially transform their economic interests of remittance into moral obligation through such 

practices. The persuading process of money exchange involves reinvention of gender roles cross -culturally, 
influenced by the local religious belief in the divine gaze. The Cao Dai cosmology of the single hidden view of 
multiple worlds offers migrants and their families perspective on the effect of their ties to their Korean in -laws. 
They analogously expand local notions of personhood to the in-law relations by relocating boundless visibility and 
potentiality of money in the long-term homemaking, which requires collective care and recognition. 

Kilim Park, Institute of Asian Research and Interdisciplinary Studies, University of British 
Columbia (Canada) 
Title: About a business of hati: Memory of migration in the words of Indonesian migrant worker 
returnees as the "Evidence of Experience" 
Abstract: While the migration decision appears to have been made on migrants' own volition after an evaluation 

of their economic circumstances and thus, the process may appear to be logical and fall in l ine with capitalist 

thinking, my interviews with Indonesian migrant returnee women reveal much more than a flow of capital. On the 
surface, it follows the capitalist logic: an opportunity to make money becomes available, an unemployed or under -
employed worker moves to a more developed country, and a worker sends the money home and eventually 
returns to enjoy the fruit of her/his labour. However, the Indonesian women recount the experience from a point 



of view that disrupts the official, dominant narrative surrounding migrant workers. Rather than seeing themselves 
as workers dispatched to contribute to the economy back home or rather than reconstructing themselves within 

the confines labour migrant subjectivity, these women’s stories demand a recognition of individuality and diversity 
in each and thus their critical voices serve as a basic foundation in reshaping and reconfiguring the narrative. I 
suggest that the Indonesian migrant returnee women show that labour migration is ultimately a business of hati or 
heart, a theme that emerged strongly in all  my interviews, taking different shapes and forms and manifesting in 

spoken and written words. I argue that looking through hati puts human dignity back into the labour migration 
process that has been exclusively characterized by capitalist terms, by locating it at the centre of the "spectacle" of 
labour migrants, resting in systematic and structural interpretation of their experience, and existing as a rhythm in 
everyday life with changing dynamics. 

E: Culture, Community, and Colonial Disruptions 
Discussant: Charles Keith, History 
Chair: Jodie Marshall, History 

Eleanor Paynter, Comparative Studies, Ohio State University 

Title: “Bastards of the Idea of Empire”: Redefining “Refugee” Through Migration Narratives 
from the Somali Diaspora 
Abstract: While the labels assigned by governments and global organizations define a migrant’s status and often 

determine her fate, they do not necessarily describe her experience. This paper considers autobiography and other 
forms of l ife writing as a vehicle through which migrants and their children give public form, instead, to the 
categories and descriptions that emerge through thei r own actual experiences of border crossing. I focus my 
discussion on two texts by writers of the Somali diaspora: in Yesterday, Tomorrow: Voices from the Somali 

Diaspora (2000), author Nuruddin Farah documents conversations with Somalis l iving in Kenya an d 4 European 
countries; in recounting these interviews, Farah questions the meaning of “refugee” and regularly redefines his 
own position as an exile from pre-civil  war Somalia. In her 2010 memoir La Mia Casa E’ Dove Sono (My Home is 

Where I Am), Italian-born author Igiaba Scego narrates her experience coming to understand her position as an 
Italian with heritage in a former colony; structuring her narrative as a map of Rome, Scego narrates both colonial 
and familial histories and expands understandings of who can be Italian. With narrative approaches that rely, to 
differing degrees, on interview, memory, history, and geography, both authors create a narrative “I” which 

describes the self as an ongoing process. I argue that these narrative voices complicate popular integration 
narratives and underscore the friction between intimate and international understandings of identity. Ultimately, I 
consider the authors’ structural choices to suggest how life narrative constitutes a significant mode through which 
migrants express their agency, resisting the labels that would govern their current conditions. 

Valeria Mantilla, History, University of Guelph (Canada) 

Title: Edible Identities: Shaping Spanish and Creole palates in the Viceroyalty of Peru 
Abstract: In the Viceroyalty of Peru, the food that entered the colonial body, from the Old World and the New, 

seasoned immigrants’ understanding of their emerging society. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
popular spheres of multiethnic sharing led Spaniards, and their Creole offspring, to develop a gut for maize and 

potato, and also to develop a thirsty demand for local chicha (an ancestral Inca corn beverage). The evolving 
cuisine that became gradually distanced from the trinity of Hispanic staples – meat, wheat, and wine – reflects an 
elasticity characteristic of bodies in migration, and speaks to processes of identity formation. Fluidity and flexibility 
ingrained within food choices eventually became present in the way colonizers and settlers detached from 

Peninsular Spanish identities and characters, turning them gradually into a bit more Andean, a bit more Creole, 
and ever more Latin American. Existing among an extensive body of studies heavily focused on the indigenous 
experience during the conquest and colonization of the region, this research aims to remind that confluence is a 



two-way road. Hence, it locates markers of temporal shifts in identity from the angle of first and second -
generation Spanish populations. The main objective is to present an overal l  understanding of the emergence of a 

raison d’être and distinctly Hispanic-American character divorced from Spanish colonialism, an area of study that 
merits more academic attention. 

Katie Carline, History, Michigan State University 
Title: African Congregational Communities During the ‘Fingo Exodus’ in the Cape Colony, 1866 

Abstract: How do communities use religious identities and organizations during migrations? This paper addresses 

this question in the context of the nineteenth-century Cape Colony, where the eastward spread of the colony’s 

borders, usually achieved by violent conflict, caused (or contributed to) large migrations of African colonial 
subjects between 1850 and 1900. This paper draws on letters from Mfengu and Khoesan congregations to the 
London Missionary Society, which how African congregants employed the ideas, vocabulary, and procedures of an 
empire-wide network of Christianity to respond to the vulnerabilities and opportunities of migration in the Cape 

Colony. Specifically, this paper examines correspondence from African congregations around the “Fingo Exodus” of 
1865-66, when the colonial state encouraged or forced some 50,000 people to move east across the Kei River. 
First, I examine how Khoesan and Mfengu congregants used spiritual, ecc lesiastical boundaries to reinforce the 

physical bounds of their communities. In the late 1850s, Khoesan landowners in the Kat River valley expanded their 
congregation to include Mfengu converts in nearby Oxkraal district, and cemented this connection in 1 868 with a 
campaign to appoint a minister from Kat River to Oxkraal. Their argument for this association equated conversion 
with agricultural productivity: it implied the incorporation of prosperous but insecure Mfengu lands into the 

sphere of the Kat River. Second, I examine how these same congregations worked to maintain their l inks with 
economically successful migrants by calling on the “peculiar prestige” of the LMS. This paper nuances the existing 
historiography of the colonial eastern Cape, showing the diverse ways that colonial subjects could respond to 

migration or the threat of displacement. This paper also shows how religious communities – in this case 
Congregational Christianity – can apply the general ideas or networks of their organizations to the particular 
problems and opportunities of migration. 

F: Migration and Memory: Bridging Disjunctures in Time and Space with Narrative 
Discussant: Josh Cochran, History 
Chair: Emily Elliott, History 

Arpan Roy, Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University 

Title: Revisiting Myth and Meaning with the Dom of Jerusalem 
Abstract: Origin myths in the study of Roma and other “Gypsy” populations are generally treated as clues to 

postulate a history of peripatetic migrations out from India and into Europe and the Middle Ea st. My interest in 
this paper is to contextualize two origin myths from the Dom Gypsies of Jerusalem in their sociopolitical present— 
that is, a present as an ethnolinguistic minority embedded into Palestinian society, and as marginal social actors in 
the Israel/Palestine conflict. In navigating this precarious social position, I argue in this paper that Dom myth crafts 

an auxiliary relationship between the community’s present existence and prestigious moments in Islamic time and 
space, such as the founding of Islam in the Hejaz region of the Arabian peninsula and the reconquest of Jerusalem 
by Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in the twelfth century. Such a relationship, I argue, can be read through a composite of 

functionalist and structuralist approaches in the anthropological study of myth. A functionalist reading excavates 
what may be at stake for the Dom in evoking Islamic history through their myths, while a structural analysis 
renders a meaningful narrative when the myths are read, to use Claude Lévi-Strauss ’s terminology, diachronically 
along one axis (history) and synchronically along another axis (a “bundle of relations”). Using this composite 

analysis, I ask the question whether origin myths l ike those of the Dom then tell  us something about the 
community’s affective present as much as they do about origin and migration, as has been the usual trajectory in 
the study of myth in the subdiscipline of Romani Studies and elsewhere.  



Julia Buck, History, Rutgers University 

Title: The Politics of Historical Analogy: The Mediterranean “Refugee Crisis” and the Second 
World War 

Abstract: In 2014, international onlookers followed news reports of the protracted human tragedy that 

transformed the Mediterranean Sea into a graveyard. The number of displaced people around the globe had 
reached the highest figure since the Second World War. Images of boats full  beyond capacity and improvised 

refugee camps resuscitated memories of the mass displacements on the eve of and during the Second World War 
as well as the failure of most countries to offer safe refuge, then and now. Scholars of the interwar and WWII 
years—from Denis Peschanski on Radio France to Marion Kaplan in the New York Times —responded in a variety of 

ways to the present through their work on the past. Many academics  have a clear desire to mobilize their work in a 
way that supports refugees, but what are the normative political stakes of the invocation of WWII displacement in 
the present-day crisis in the Mediterranean? This paper explores the types of narratives that are deployed about 
the mass exiles of the 1930s and 40s in conjunction with the mass exiles we see today. It probes the possibility of 

productive mnemonic connections as Michael Rothberg outlined in Multidirectional Memory, but also takes into 
account the cautionary conversation Kostis Karpozilos generated at the 2015 “Fascisms Across Borders” 
conference at Columbia in his paper on the limits of historical analogies. 

Yarden Avital, History, Rutgers University 
Title: Language and the Desire for Origins 
Abstract: This paper is a comparative analysis of Algerian and Soviet Jews’ l ife stories and their desire for origins. 

In a previous paper I analyzed narratives of anti -nostalgia that were prominent in the life stories of Soviet Jews 
who immigrated to Israel during the 1970s. In this paper I aim to compare the concept of anti -nostalgia with 
Derrida’s nostalgeria, using Derrida’s autobiographical book Monolingualism of the Other as both the theoretical 

framework of the paper and an object of analysis – the l ife story of an Algerian-French Jew. My main interest has 
to do with questions of language and identity. “I only have one language, yet it is not mine” writes Derrida. In my 
paper I will  discuss the role of language in the formation of identity, national a nd otherwise, and how it operates in 
these two very different contexts of migrating from colonized Algeria to the colonizing state of France, and 

migrating from the Soviet Union to the Jewish state of Israel. In both cases I will  analyze the immigrants’ po sitions 
as the other of and for their language. I will  also discuss the prominence of the concept of nostalgia in both groups’ 
l ife stories and its barring on their narration of self. 

2:45 Break 

3:00 Session III – Panels G, H, I, J 

G: Confronting Borders and Institutions in Chicano/Latino Studies 
Discussant: Delia Fernandez, History 
Chair: Eddie Bonilla, History 

Christian V. Ramirez, Chicano/Latino Studies, Sociology, Michigan State University 

Title: Decolonizing Migration Studies: A Chicano Studies Perspective 
Abstract: Social science research on/of international migration share a fundamental question: What are the 

underlining forces driving immigration? Sociologists use a number of theories such as neoclassical economics, new 
economics of migration, network theory, segmented labor market theory, and world systems theory to untangle 



the complexities of individual and group migration patterns. These theoretical propositions, and the 
methodological applications that are informed by them, are colonial in their epistemic origins and assumptions. 

This paper reveals the assumptions, l imitations, and the epistemic privileging within migration studies and the 
social sciences more generally. The colonization of the Americas had a tremendous impact on how we 
contemporarily study, measure, and analyze human behavior including migration. Colonialism destroyed, 
suppressed, and delegitimized all  non-Western knowledge systems. For the first time in human history, one 

civil ization has built a monopoly of culture, worldview, a nd world geo-political totality. The social sciences are not 
excluded this colonial legacy. Robin D.G. Kelly reminds us that colonial domination required a whole way of 
thinking; a discourse in which everything that is advanced, good, and civil ized is defi ned and measured in European 
terms (Kelley, D.G. Robin; 27). Borderland intellectual Gloria Anzaldua acknowledges this reality, as it applies to 

Chicanx populations, and views Mexican migration as ontologically and epistemologically connected to indigenous  
traditions. Her work contributes to migration studies’ lack of epistemic diversity and also gives insight to the 
historical relationship Chicanxs have with migratory practices. Migration studies scholars should be cautious in 

collapsing migration within one universal structure of knowledge. Doing so is dangerous and has the potential to 
(re) create categories that subordinate migrant communities to simple variable and (re) produce social 
inequalities. Decolonizing migrations studies humanizes colonial subj ects caught in the “flows” of migration and 
shifts away from elite epistemologies so that other “knowers” are acknowledged as experts of/in migration.  

Erin L. Álvarez, Chicano/Latino Studies, Michigan State University 
Title: Forced Migration: Spatial Distance and Incarcerated Mothers 
Abstract: As the numbers of incarcerated individuals’ increases and prisons become overcrowded, individuals are 

transferred to facil ities across the U.S.; possibly hundreds to thousands of mile away from loved ones. This forced  
migration places a burden on friends and family, as they are mostly of low economic status and cannot afford to 

travel weekly and/or monthly to visit their family member in prison. Since the 1980s, the U.S. has seen an 
increased rate of incarceration of women by 587%1, typically for non-violent drug offenses, with 64-84% of 
mothers having a minor child in the home at the time of arrest. This essay will  explore the obstacles family 
members face when attempting to visit loved ones, the psychological ramifica tions on incarcerated women and 
their children, as well as measures to reduce said obstacles via prison reform. 

Samuel Saldívar III, Chicano/Latino Studies, English, Michigan State University 
Title: (Vibe)ing Multiverse Migration: Science-Fictional Re-imaginations of Borderlands 

Migration 
Abstract: In 2014 the DC comic series The Flash zoomed onto the CW channel as a well received television series. 

Originally released in comic book form in 1940 by writer Gardner Fox and the artist Harry Lampert, the 21st 
century television series brings to televisual l ife one of DC comics greatest speedsters, Barry Allen. While Barry is a 
heroic meta-human whose superpowers allow him run at speeds well beyond mach 3, his teammates back at the 

lab work to figure out how to use Barry’s speed to stop the various vil lains that appear throughout the series. One 
character in particular named Francisco Ramon, played by Carlos Valdes, offers an interesting caveat for scholars 
interested in the constructions, presentations and reception of Chicanx and Laitnx characters in the 21st century. 
This is compounded by Ramon’s inclusion in the super heroic storyworld of The Flash when it is revealed that he 

too has his very own set of powers that allow him to manipulate the molecular fabric o f his own Earth to create 
breaches, or borderland into new worlds. While Anzaldua’s borderlands are comprised of only two worlds 
merging, Vibe’s powers allow him to open up border crossing locations to as many worlds as he’d l ike. Thus, this 
talk will  explore how Vibe manipulations offers new ways of imagining the depth and breadth of borderlands and 

those who cross them. Vibe is a character who is at once a borderlands inhabitant and the bridge that is used to 
cross into and out of various Earths in the multiverse.  



Isabel Anadon, Sociology, University of Wisconsin Madison 

Title: Understanding Forced Migration: “Gaps in Protection” in the Americas  
Abstract: This essay provides deepened understanding of global refugee concerns with a regional focus in Latin 

America. To fully understand the complexity of international refugee protection, an examination of terminology 
used is essential. By dissecting internationally defined nomenclature regarding “refugees” and “refugee 
protection”, this paper supports the argument that a growing gap in refugee protection exists. Contextualizing a 
brief history of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, and the broader international refugee regime, I 

demonstrate how this terminology has shaped and contributed to current day ‘gaps in protection.’ These gaps 
have contributed to a growing body of concern related to providing adequate protection for highly vulnerable 
populations. I util ize a Latin American case study to i l lustrate how regional approaches (favored and promoted by 

the UNHCR) have attempted to address these gaps during the second half of the 20th century. Despite a more 
humanitarian approach, these regional approaches to refugee protection continue to fall  short in protecting 
present-day forced migrants. I conclude with a brief analysis of these contemporary ‘gaps in protection’ specific to 
the Central American region which, I argue, are leading towards a failure of the international and regional refugee 
regimes in protecting some of today’s most vulnerable refugee populations in Central America. 

H: Spaces, Places & Narratives in U.S. Migration 
Discussant: Kirsten Fermaglich, History 
Chair: Anh Sy Huy Le, History 

Joseph J. Byle, Sociology, Wayne State University 
Title: A Narrative Study of Chaldean Refugees and the Myth of Return: From Chaldean Babylon 
to the New World 
Abstract: This research examines the narratives of Chaldean refugees in the Detroit area in an effort to better 

understand changes experienced by the refugees while stil l  l iving in Iraq as well as after their relocation.   The 
research also explores whether or not the concept of, “The Myth of Return” is present or absent among Chaldean 
refugees in the area.  The myth posits that immigrants will  almost always hold on to the idea of one day returning 

to the homeland, even when all  practical reality suggests the possibility of returning is not l ikely.  However, the 
l iterature also suggests that the presence or absence of the myth is influenced by the nature of the immigrants’ 
relationship to the homeland as well as to their relationship with the host country. If the immigrants are from a 
minority group in the homeland, then they are less l ikely to embrace the myth, however, if their relationship with 

the host country is strained, they are more likely to embrace the myth.  In order to assess the relationship with the 
home country as well as the host society in the Detroit area, push/pull factors are analyzed through data that were 
produced through qualitative in-depth interviews.  

Tom Cragg, History, Wayne State University 
Title: Field, Habitus, Hysteresis and the Settlement of Detroit: Using Pierre Bourdieu’s 
Sociological Concepts to Examine the Struggle for Dominance Between Detroit’s Native-Born 
and Foreign-Born Settlers – 1850 to 1875 
Abstract: During the nineteenth century, most emigrants to Detroit arrived by boat.  Disembarking onto the city’s 

riverfront wharves, new arrivals immediately faced a busy and complex social space regulated by an array of laws, 
regulations, injunctions, prohibitions, customs, manners, dress codes, habits, social barriers, and moral codes.  For 
the men, women and children emigrating to Detroit, success, perhaps even survival, depended on learning and 

mastering the city’s many social rules. Early settlers from New England and New York, who arrived in Detroit 
during the 1820s and 1830s, set up the city’s basic social structures.  Without much thought, these “Yankee” 
residents adopted social rules that reproduced long-established norms from their home towns in the 



Northeast.  But then, in the late 1830s, a torrent of foreign-born settlers began to arrive and overwhelm Detroit’s 
Yankee world.  These “old-world” settlers, many from Ireland and Germany, carried with them very different 

behaviors, dispositions, and expectations.  Finding themselves uncomfortable with the city’s Yankee social 
structures, these “foreign-born” residents quickly adopted strategies to avoid, undercut and replace them.  And, 
since foreign-born residents soon outnumbered the native-born, these strategies increasingly involved taking 
political action to challenge the dominance of their Yankee neighbors.  Political and social conflict between native-

born and foreign-born residents became a regular feature of nineteenth-century Detroit’s social fabric. In studying 
social conflict within nineteenth-century Detroit, the sociological concepts of Pierre Bourdieu provide interesting 
and helpful perspectives.  While Bourdieu’s own research centered on twentieth-century France, he strongly 
believed in using a set of interconnected sociological concepts to study other social worlds, both current and 

historical.  This paper considers how Bourdieu’s concepts of field, habitus, and hysteresis help explain the social 
struggle that developed when groups of migrants from different parts of the world decided to settle in the same 
concentrated geographic space on the banks of the Detroit River. 

Sylvia Marques, History, Michigan State University 

Title: Residential Work Education, Internal Migration, and the Development of Working-Class 
Consciousness, 1920-1935 

Abstract: From 1920-1935, residential worker education programs flourished in the United States. Modeled in 

part on the folk schools of Denmark, school l ike the Bryn Mawr Summer School for Women Workers in Industry in 

Pennsylvania, the Highlander Folk School in Tennessee, the Work People’s College in Wisconsin, and the 
Brookwood Labor College in upstate New York encouraged workers from across the United States, and in some 
cases Europe, to attend free, residential education programs that sought to empower workers to create a more 
just society. This paper explores how residential worker education programs linked local working conditions to 

national and international struggles for economic and social justice by encouraging a newly  industrialized 
workforce to share their histories and experiences through a variety of media. Students at these schools had, in 
most cases, been forced to migrate to urban centers to accommodate changes in the local economies. Their ability 

to come together with workers from across the country with similar backgrounds and experiences enabled them to 
develop a sharper, more nuanced, and in most cases more critical analysis of historical events, which they were 
then able to take back to their hometowns and workplaces. The impact of these free, residential worker education 
programs to enable this movement people of people and ideas has been underexplored in the history of the 
development of progressive movements in the U.S. 

I: Migrating Intellectuals: Who Gets to be an “Elite Migrant”? 

Discussant: Steve Gold, Sociology 
Chair: Sam Mindes, Sociology 

Jeanne Essame, History, University of Wisconsin Madison 
Title: Born in Exile: Haitian Diasporic Papers, 1970s-1980s 

Abstract: In 1957, Haitian dictator Francois Duval ier, infamously known as Papa Doc, became the president of 

Haiti. Seven years later, he proclaimed himself president for l ife. The violence of his regime started or/and 

guaranteed the continued dispersion of Haitians. If we look at the scale of this migratory movement, the socio-
economic status of the first people who left (the educated elite), and their destinations (North America, Europe, 
Africa), we can argue that this historical moment anchored the formation of the Haitian diaspora in the well -known 
trope of catastrophic exile. Within this context, the need to maintain vivid connections with Haiti  as a suffering 

(but soon to be liberated) nation and with the rest of the diaspora led the first   émigrés to produce a myriad of 
papers that had to channel the angst of exile while finding a niche amongst well -established mainstream papers in 
the receiving countries. By focusing on Montreal based papers such as La Port de Paisienne, Le Lambi, Terre et 



Liberté, Résistance Haïtienne  and Collectif Paroles, this presentation seeks to unfold the diverse nature of these 
papers and how they changed overtime, and examine how these papers catered to the needs of these distinct 

communities of émigrés who initially understood their move as temporary. I argue that while mo st papers were 
firmly turned towards the homeland, infused with the dream of return, they also had to grapple with the realities 
of l ife on the move. 

Vitor Martins Dias, Sociology, Indiana University-Bloomington 

Title: Boundaries and Elite Immigration: Examining Within-Group Inequality in the U.S. Expert 
Labor Market (2000-2014) 

Abstract: Relatively l ittle is known about high-skil led immigrants’ experiences in developed countries such as the 

U.S. For instance, what role do professional boundaries play in shaping the socioeconomic characteristics of 
professional immigrant workers in the U.S.? That is an important area to explore, since scholars have primarily 

studied stratification based on professional boundaries, without placing enough emphasis on the impac t of 
immigration status and place of education of foreign-born workers. This paper examines the argument that the 
existence of professional regulations results in high stratifying patterns towards minorities within an occupational 

group. Drawing upon data from the American Community Survey (ACS), I propose a macro-sociological analysis 
that captures how immigrants fare within differently-regulated professions, measuring the income disadvantage of 
distinct immigrant groups. Namely, I assess how immigration works as a determinant of income inequality of 
financial managers, lawyers, physicians, and software engineers. Specifically, given the multiple professional and 

social boundaries posed to immigrants in the U.S., which are contingent upon the age at the moment of 
immigration, I look at professionals who immigrated to the U.S. either as children, youth, or adults. The data 
reveals that, overall, professional regulations do matter to how immigration negatively impacts the immigration 
outcomes of foreign lawyers and doctors in terms of income. In contrast, that is not always the case for financial 

managers and software engineers. Thus, looking at elite immigration through the lenses of the sociology of the 
professions offers methodological and analytical contributions to both kinds of l iterature. This study, therefore, 
can help understand social problems faced by immigrants in the U.S. expert labor market. 

Helen Kaibara, History, Michigan State University 
Title: ’Though you are Small and Yellow:’ Advice to Japanese Immigrants to the U.S. in Japanese 
Guidebooks, 1890-1924 
Abstract: At the turn of the twentieth century, an influx of Japanese laborers to the United States was met with 

intense “yellow peril” sentiment as many on the west coast felt that these new immigrants from Asia posed an 

unfair threat to the native workforce and constituted an alien presence which was reluctant to assimilate into the 
mainstream culture.  Organizations and prominent individuals in Japan sought to intervene and shape the image of 
Japan and the Japanese by facil itating a smooth transition to the receiving country and reforming the behavior and 
expressions of individual migrants.  This paper considers one platform for these activities: articles written by 

Japanese elites in travel guides.  The topics covered by these guides range from securing suitable employment to 
understanding American fashion and social customs.  The information contained in these guides demonstrate 
complex social dynamics including divisions along economic and and gendered lines.  
 
Richard Mares, History, Michigan State University 

Title: “Time Absolves Me”: Travel Restrictions Faced by Paul Robeson and Robert F. Williams 
during the Cold War 

Abstract: Travel became more politicized within the context of the Col d War. The United States government 

painted half the globe “red” and declared those areas out of bounds for U.S. citizens. African Americans who 

transgressed these lines could face the full  weight of their government’s displeasure. This paper uses two cases to 
explore the reactions of different U.S. government agencies to African Americans who used their international 
travels to challenge the United States’ Cold War-inspired, propagandized self-image as the guarantor of all  civil  



l iberties and democratic freedoms. The first case examines the cancellation of Paul Robeson’s passport in 1950 and 
Robeson’s ensuing legal battle to have it reinstated. In particular, this paper uses the court documents to ascertain 

the state’s avowed goals in rescinding his passport. The second case explores Robert F. Will iams’ return to the 
United States in 1969. It focuses on Will iams’ efforts in Tanzania to secure safe passage back to the United States 
and his brief stay in an English prison after being labeled an international terrorist. Both cases reveal a 
contextualized approach used by the U.S. government to l imit the movement of African Americans which helps to 
demonstrate the intersections of travel, state power, and the Cold War. 

J: Problematizing & Historicizing the “Refugee Crisis” 
Discussant: Aaron Ponce, Sociology 
Chair: Aimee Swenson, Community Sustainability 

Amanda Cellini, Human Rights and Multiculturalism, Høgskolen i Sør-Øst Norge (Norway) 
Title: The Search for Creativity in Response to Crisis: Moving Beyond Durable Solutions 
Abstract: More people are forcibly displaced today than at any time since the end of the Second World War. 

Lacking a foreseeable end to the conflicts that caused more than 60 mill ion people to flee their homes, solutions 
are desperately sought for those internally displaced and seeking asylum. “Durable solutions” – voluntary 

repatriation, local integration, and resettlement – frame the debate but are too often found to be politically 
contentious, leaving those displaced in an indefinite l imbo. Wi th that in mind, more creative solutions have begun 
to emerge. Creativity in response to crisis is nothing new: in the late 1920s, a genius stroke of creativity produced 

the “Nansen Passports”, establishing transit documents for those outside their countri es of origin. Additionally, in 
their attempt to solve the problem of “Displaced People” after the Second World War, the United States 
government’s secret Project “M” committee went as far as to explore the possibility of sending refugees into space 
(which, mercifully, the study found to be too complicated an option to continue pushing as a possible solution). In 

response to increased levels of those displaced in the 21st century, many equally creative solutions have been 
proposed by a variety of actors. Wha t follows in this paper is a chronicle of the most “creative solutions” that have 
been put forth to respond to the current global refugee crisis. They are found on multiple levels: on the 

international, regional, and state levels, and also on the private, individual, and local levels. By categorizing 
proposed solutions as either legal, logistical, or local, this paper advances a discussion that draws upon historical 
parallels to situate current debates and concludes that, no matter how great the idea, every  solution comes down 
to politics. 

Kerri Neil, Sociology, Memorial University of Newfoundland (Canada) 
Title: Syrian Refugee Arrival, Resettlement and Integration in Newfoundland and Labrador 
Abstract: Canada’s approach to refugees has taken a major shift with the new federal government in 2015. With 

the arrival of 27,000 Syrian refugees and the processing of another 19,000 applications ongoing, Canada’s 
settlement program is recognized as a best practice in the field. This study will  expand our understanding of the 
settlement experiences of Syrian refugees in Newfoundland and Labrador, and hopefully lead to greater attraction 

and retention of refugee families. While settlement organizations have made great effort to organize refugee 
resettlement, the sharp rise in refugees this year has brought new challenges to the settlement community and 
the province as a whole. Stil l , the arrival of Syrian refugees also presents a great opportunity for the Newfoundlan d 

and Labrador government and communities throughout the province. Population decline, aging, out-migration, 
labour and skil ls shortages are important demographic and economic issues influencing public policy formation in 
the province. This study intends to examine factors influencing Syrian refugees’ intention to stay in or leave the 
province; analyze challenges facing provincial stakeholders (i.e. government, settlement organizations) and factors 

that could negatively impact refugee retention; review exis ting successful practices in refugee retention and 
integration in Canada that could be implemented in Newfoundland and Labrador; and identify and recommend 
measures to improve the integration of Syrian refugees in this province.  The outcome of the proposed research 



will be a set of short-, medium- and long-term recommendations for Syrian refugee settlement, retention and 
integration in Newfoundland and Labrador to be used by provincial and local government agencies, NGOs, and 
businesses. 

Man Xu (Angela), Sociology, University of Toronto (Canada) 

Title: Covering the Syrian Refugee Crisis – Immigration Discourses and the Politics of National 
Belonging  
Abstract: Since 2012, the Syrian refugee crisis has affected many countries worldwide and has been covered b y 

global media throughout. It is commonly assumed that media discourses diverge across political ideologies and 
nations. This research seeks to contend this commonsensical view by analyzing and comparing refugee coverage in 
four national newspapers in Canada and the UK. I examine representations of immigrants and refugees as a means 
to construct national belonging, and focus particularly on the normative foundations and ideological functions of 

media discourses. Employing a methodology of “critical juxtaposition”, I discuss whether or how these 
fundamental value bases of refugee discourses may transcend political ideology and national context in 
contemporary l iberal democracies. Moreover, I consider how transnationalism and new forms of 

inclusion/exclusion in modern society have given rise to pluralistic, fragmented imaginations of national belonging, 
and how power and dominance may function through ambiguous and contradictory discursive formulations.  

Deniz Pelek, History, Geopolitics, Boğaziçi University (Turkey), University of Paris 8 (France) 
Title: Syrian Refugees in Rural Turkey 

Abstract: Turkey has begun receiving immigrants from Syria since 2011 due to the ongoing war on that 

geography.  It is estimated that the number of Syrians in Turkey, including those who migrated il legally, is about 

two mill ion. It is highly common to witness Syrians working in rural areas as seasonal agricultural workers. The 
expansion of seasonal migrant workers in various crops and cities throughout Turkey has proceeded 
simultaneously with the disappearance of unpaid family workers from the countryside due to urban migration. 
Today, the labor need for seasonal agricultural work is partially satisfied by Syrians who escaped the civil  war in 

their hometown. This article analyzes the case of Syrian migrant workers through focusing on the conditions of 
occupying the most vulnerable position among other workers, which is open to extreme exploitation in the 
agricultural labor market. The basic research question of this article, thus, as ks how the unequal power relations 

between ethnically different groups of workers in the agricultural sector are (re)constructed and what the 
consequences of the emergence of this novel class are. Through the data emerging from my qualitative research, 
including semi-structured interviews and participant observation techniques, I will  show that these migrant 
workers are subject to discriminatory practices compared to the other workers from Turkey; in terms of both 

lower wages, longer working hours and bad s heltering conditions. In order to examine these in depth, field surveys 
were conducted in Manisa in August of 2013 and 2014 and in Adana in September 2013 and February 2015. I 
interviewed a total of 150 people consisting of Syrian, Kurdish, Gypsy and Turki sh workers as well as labor 
intermediaries and employers. In order to find appropriate interview partners, I used snowball sampling.  

5:30 Closing Remarks: Dr. Lewis Siegelbaum, Jack and Margaret Sweet Professor, 
MSU Department of History 
Room 303 

6:30 Panelist Reception 

 



 


